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work which is now one of the finest ornaments
of Berne.

At home applied arts are doing wonders for
the Beautifying of French homes as well as of
public buildings. Mural paintings, elegant wall-
paper, artistic furniture, exquisite cut glass,
beautiful ceramics, those of Sevres from the
government manufacture, and those from indi-
vidual works in Limoges and elsewhere, the su-
perb tapestries of the Gobelins and of Beauvais,
not to speak of those of independent manufac-
ture, ornamental leather, and choice bookbind-
ings show the progress of the decorative arts.

In music there is the work of Gounod, De-
libes, Massenet, Saint-Saens, Debussy, Guilmant,
men appreciated as much in foreign countries
as at home.   The Opera has never been such a
power for high musical culture as now by the
variety of its repertoire and its interpretation of
the greatest French masterpieces.   Serious music
has never been more popular.   The concerts
organised by Colonne in 1873, by Lamoureux in
1882, and the Chanteurs de Saint-Gervais, later
on transformed into the Sehola cantorum, have
done much to popularise good music.   There
are ten concerts worthy of the name for one
under the Second Empire.    Musical organisa
tions, bands, and choral societies are everywhere